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ghe aanexed resolutiong to the general meeting, and.th,
stoc h ‘crs toadopt them with so much unauimity ;ug
can uch ref. ence be useful, or even intelligible, withoy
al-0 wiverting to the true origin of the Chesapeake ang
Ohio Canal. , C _

W hatever views may have antecedently existed, dt any
time with r-spect to the improvement of the navig.tiog
of the Potomac, or any of the branches of the Ohig, B
which spproach its head waters, by opening their sluices,
by forminz short canals.and lift locks around their priy.
cipal vbstructions, or conducting contivucd canals along
their vallevs, the Chesapeake and Onio Canal, or acon. B
.. pected puvigation across the Allcgany mountains, from

the tide of the Potomac to the Ohio, had never entered |
int) the conception of any one, much less had it been
ever serions'v contemplated, until the Board of Public &
Wo ks of Virginia cocfi ted to their principa! Engieerr §
the survey of those rivers, in order to ascertain the prac- fi
ticahslity of their union, _ ‘
{r was discover-d and made known, on the summit of §
th- All ghanv, in the summer of 1820, to be possible to
eff c:, by a naviganle canal across that great banicr, 3
jucction of the eastern and western waterse  This discos
verv was fi:st noticed in the House of Represeatatives |
b. the Committee on the District of Columbia, v theit |
report of the 3d of M.y, 1822, on numerous memorials
from the states of Maryland and Pcnnsylvania, which §
had heen referred to that committee, and which were of
various tetior, but united iu- asking nothing more than
the aid of Congress to improve the defective navigaton |
of the river Putomac. T
“To attract the public attention to the more enlarged |
purpase suggested in the rcport ot the Committec of the §
Housc of Representatives, of uniting, by one continucé oy
canal, the waters of that river with the highest steamboat g
navigation on the Onio, and that with the southera shore g
of Lake Erie, to manifest the practicability and import- |
- ance of so vast an improvement of inland navigation, s |}
well as to provide the means of cffecting 18, 2 conventioh §
of delegates trom Virginia, Maryland, Pcnosylvania,and B
the Di-trict of Columbia, assembled, by prior invitation,
ip the capitol in Washington, on the 6th of November
1828. By this assemolage, which has ever since b@gi
the titie of the ¢ Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Conver
tion,” its present denomination was given to the Ches
prake wad Qhuo Capale  Ta¢ terms ol the charter to¥




